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Welcome from the Chairperson 

ensuring that Hospice operations stay true to our mission
and values
planning for the future and strategic decision making
employing and supporting the Clinical Hospice Manager
budgeting and oversight of finances
reviewing operational policies
providing governance that meets legislative requirements
and contractual responsibilities
engaging with the community and raising essential funds
and the list goes on....

From time to time this question is asked, so it is worth a few
words of explanation.

Our managers very effectively manage operations, staff
provide the professional care, cooking, cleaning, guest and
family support and administration, and volunteer support helps
with a myriad of tasks from gardening to reception. It might
seem that Hospice can operate very well with all its
accreditation and organisational processes keeping it
efficiently on track. 

There is a lot of responsibility that goes with being a
community owned not-for-profit that cares of guests and their
families, employs staff, engages volunteers, has visiting GPs
and other health providers, manages contracts and deals with
a tight 6 figure $ budget! 

Behind the scenes, the Board’s roles include:

This past 18 months, since the State parliament passed the
Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019 (WA), members of the
Hospice Board really felt the weight of responsibility as we
realised our duty to community was to decide if people who
choose to end their life could be cared for in our Hospice. In a
leadership team approach that included the Clinical Hospice
Manager and Support Services Manager, the Board
investigated thoroughly.

Why does Hospice need a Board of Management?
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This included an ethics approved university backed research partnership, community consultations, a
qualitative and quantitative report, extensive individual research and soul-searching, video-conference, calls
and emails with Victorian counterparts (where Voluntary Assisted Dying had been legalised and
implementation experience was invaluable), surveys of clinical staff, ancillary staff, GPs and volunteers, and
regular information updates and sincere and robust discussion at Board meetings. In February, the Board
made the decision to provide Voluntary Assisted Dying for those eligible patients who require it. Please see
the position statement on our website for details. 

Please be assured that the excellent palliative care and loving kindness that Hospice has always provided
will remain the same. And, as always staff, patients and families will be supported according to their
individual needs and choice. 

Another aspect of Board responsibility is succession, and to this end Albany Community Hospice regularly
seeks new representative membership from people with relevant expertise and leadership for our
committees and the Board. We also have Board term limits in place so that refreshing our team and renewal
is welcomed and required. It is timely, in this the sixth year since I accepted the appointment as Chair, that
new leadership be welcomed. In order to facilitate smooth succession, I have chosen to resign as
Chairperson and retire from the Board at the end of June. Board member and Deputy Chairperson, Hannah
Leslie, is willing, very capable and ready to be Chairperson and will take up the role from 1st July 2021.

I feel immense sadness in making this decision, but overarching this is wonderful joy and gratitude for all
the experiences and friendships that have been come with being part of the Hospice team. I know I am so
much richer for having been in Hospice.

Yours in community spirit
Jane Mouritz

Continued from previous page

Thank you to our generous supporters of Albany Community Hospice

It is with ongoing community support that we are able to continue to provide expert
palliative care services, free of charge, to everyone that comes through our doors.
We are humbled by the generosity of the community and are thankful for all funds
raised on our behalf. 



Albany Community Hospice cared
for 164 guests during 2020.

THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF HOSPICE

At Hospice, much of the time our efforts are more felt rather than seen, but if we
look closely, the signs are there that we’ve made a positive impact.
Sighs of joy from our guests when they see our pristine and homely rooms…
Empty plates left over from guests who haven’t felt like eating before now…
Tears of gratitude for the kind words and care…
A smooth brow, no longer in pain, finally at peace…
Sometimes the signs really stand out and these beautiful drawings were one of
those days. 

These are pictures drawn recently in the grounds at Hospice by children who were
visiting their dying grandfather. They are pictures of their Grandpa's beloved pooch,
and the family gathered to reminisce about their Poppy's life. 

As the family walked their Poppy out of our doors for the final time, they thanked the
team for the peaceful and loving environment Albany Community Hospice provides.
And we would like to thank them for the opportunity to provide our loving kindness,
and for the honour of caring for them and their beloved grandfather in his final days. 

SMOKING CEREMONY

We had our first smoking ceremony. At Hospice we are endeavouring, through
our actions to build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and futures. 

In palliative care, spiritual care is an essential domain to reduce existential pain
or distress and encompasses our guests search for the meaning and purpose in
life and the experience of the transcendent. 

At Hospice, we have offered our Aboriginal families the option of a smoking
ceremony since 2018. Smoking or Cleansing Ceremonies are traditional rituals to
cleanse and purify a specific area, helping to ward off warra wirrin (bad spirits)
and to bring in the blessings of the kwop wirrin (good spirits), as our Kwop Wirrin
Room intends. Smoking ceremonies can alsobe used to cleanse the spirit, body
and soul while people are here, on country. 

We are very grateful to Menang Noongar man, Larry Blight, for providing our very
first Smoking Ceremony, with what will I’m sure be just one of many for the future
as we continue to enact our Mission that our Noongar and wider community can
experience death with a grace and manner and place of their choice. 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

We held a morning tea on Friday 21st May for our volunteers recognising that the time
and dedication provided by our volunteers to our guests, their families and to assist the
rest of the team is immeasurable. Volunteer efforts make the Hospice more of home and
we are forever grateful for their dedication. 
The morning tea also included a screening of Heather andTony's Story, a locally-
produced film about a community rallying around a friend to support his end-of-life
choices and journey. The purpose of the film is to demonstrate the important role, family,
friends and community play in providing end of life care. This film is freely available on
our website along with useful resources, so please check it out at
www.albanyhospice.org.au/heather-and-tonys-story/ 

What's been happening at Hospice?

You can sign up for the Butterfly Bulletin straight
to your inbox at www.albanyhospice.org.au

https://albanyhospice.org.au/heather-and-tonys-story/
https://albanyhospice.org.au/heather-and-tonys-story/


2021 is off to a great start for Hospice fundraisers- we are incredibly grateful for the generous community
who have raised funds for ACH so far this year. Here's some of the fundraisers so far: 

Fundraising & Events

Spinathon 2021 was a huge success, this year our cyclists
managed to raise a whopping $20,260 for Hospice. 

Thank you to ALOTCO for helping out ACH with their production
of The Musical of Musicals: The Musical in April which raised
almost $700.

South Coast Insurance Brokers have generously donated 1 chair
and Great Southern Bingo have donated 3 chairs to the 'Chairing
is Caring' campaign.

The Persian Dinner tickets SOLD OUT- final amount raised to be
announced after the event. 

Containers for Change is powering ahead- so far this year, an
amazing $9440 has been donated to hospice- that's almost 100k
containers! 

Have you heard about our Supporter Packages for local
businesses wanting to help out Albany Community
Hospice?
We offer mutually beneficial packages for businesses
wanting to show their support for ACH, starting at $250 per
annum. 
For more information, head to:
https://albanyhospice.org.au/partnerships-program/

Supporter Packages

All donations to Albany Community Hospice are tax deductible. 
With the end of financial year fast approaching, why not make a donation
to Hospice on behalf of yourself or your business? 
You can donate in-person or online at www.albanyhospice.org.au 

9th- 11th July 2021 
Albany International 

Folk ’n Shanty Festival

26th June 2021 
Volunteer Information
Session at Hospice, 

8-11am

19th- 20th Feb 22
Tentative date for 2022

Spinathon

30th- 31st Oct
6-7th Nov 2021

Open Gardens Festival

Don't forget to add these dates to your
calendar! 

22nd July 2021 
An Evening With
Richard Goyder
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